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Music City Chorus sings in honor of  

Dixie District Hall-of-Famer Dick Belote 
     It was certainly an honor for Nashvilleôs Music City Cho-
rus to be asked to sing  at the funeral of longtime chapter 
member Dick Belote in June.  Dick was remembered not on-
ly as an active member of the Nashville Chapter , but as one 
who volunteered years of service to the Dixie District. He 
was a member of the Dixie District Hall of Fame.  Donations 
are being sought in Dickôs memory to engrave his name on 
the Keep a Melody Ringing plaque at Harmony Hall. More 

information can be found at the following website:  

https://www.harmonyfoundation.org/donorinfo.aspx?id=4 
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Stone Mountain Chorus 

HS student leaders explore barbershop style 
 

By Dave Whitehead 

VP Membership Dixie District 

Stone Mountain Chorus 

 

 

Early in April two members of the 

Stone Mountain Chorus met with the 

principal of Monsignor Donovan 

Catholic High School in Athens, GA.  

The school is only a few years old and 

has plans next year to expand their 

programs for the arts, which will in-

clude more emphasis on chorus. 
 

The school has approximately 130 stu-

dents and the purpose of the meeting 

was for the Stone Mountain Chorus to 

expose barbershop style of singing to 

a group of around 40 of the students 

who are considered the leaders of the 

student body.   
 

On May 31st and June 1st MDHS held 

a spiritual and educational retreat at 

Unicoi State Park near Helen, GA.  

The students actually boarded a bus at 

5:00 a.m.  to get to Unicoi and were 

kept busy the entire day with various 

activities.   

 

About 5:00 p.m. the kids went to downtown Helen to hold a flash mob.  (We hope all you old guys 

know what that is.)  The kids had a ball and it was a chance to let off some steam after a full tiresome 

day. 
 

After the flash mob, they returned to Unicoi for dinner and that's when the barbershop guys went into 

full mode.  Fourteen members of Stone Mountain presented a concert that lasted about one hour.  They 

sang many different genres, explaining to the kids the differences along the way.  The director of Stone 

Mountain, Dylan Oxford, got the kids involved by teaching and having them sing a tag.   
 

For many of the fourteen singers it was one of the most exciting and rewarding barbershop experiences 

they have had.  From the moment we entered the room, the excitement of our being there was loudly 

expressed.  And it was repeated by cheering and more excitement after the performance of each and 

every song.   

(continued on page 3) 

Scott Copeland and Dylan Oxford,of SMC conducting one of 

three vocal workshops for Monsignor Donovan High School 

educational and spiritual retreat. 
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(continued from page 2) 

 

Up Front, one of the chapter quartets, along with Dylan Oxford and ñleadò section leader Scott 

Copeland stayed overnight in order for them to conduct three separate workshops with the kids on Fri-

day morning.  The sessions were held outdoors next to a meandering mountain brook as the kids were 

taught how to warm up to sing, learn about what barbershop harmony was, and to learn a couple of 

tags.  It was stressed to each child that they had the capability to sing, and each learned that it was a 

fact not just hyperbole. Many surprised themselves. We had learned that morning that one of the stu-

dents had been trying to start a quartet, but with no success as of yet. After our performance and work-

shops, there were a couple students who expressed interest in starting the quartet with him. Of course, 

we offered our support, and Up Front offered coaching for the group. 

 

Later in the morning, following a few more activities, a few members of Stone Mountain stayed to 

enjoy lunch with the kids. One of the students had to be reminded to return to the group as he was en-

gaged in acquiring any additional information and advice we could give him. At least one student had 

ñcaught the feverò. 

 

The Stone Mountain guys left on a high note, pun intended.  We had left a barbershop legacy and done 

our part for the wonderful Youth in Harmony Program that is so important to our hobby. 

Very Large Quartet performing an hour of entertainment for Monsignor Donovan 

High School's educational and spiritual retreat. 
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David Belden reporting 

Nashville chorus, quartets 

are Portland bound 
The Nashville Chapterôs Music City Chorus invited 
friends and family members to its final rehearsal on 
Tuesday, June 26, before heading to the Portland Inter-
national Convention. The chorus earned a wild card slot 
in the international contest and will be pleased to repre-
sent the Dixie District, along with our friends from the 

Atlanta Vocal Project. 

 

Preparation for the contest included a three-day retreat. 
Guest coach-
es Mark Hale 
(director of 
the  interna-
tional cham-
pion Masters of Harmony) and Patrick Claypool (Masters 
of Harmony, Westminster Chorus, OC Times) pushed the 
Nashville men to find new levels of performance both vo-

cally and visually.  

 

The Nashville Chapter will also be well-represented on the 
quartet contest stage as well. TNS (Dusty Schleier, Rick 

Spencer, David Carden, and Ryan Killeen), finalists a 
year ago, and the newly formed Contingency Plan (Eddie 

Holt, Adam Scott, Howard McAdory, and James Estes) 
are both made up of members from within the Nashville 
Chapter. Joining them in the contest will be Nashville 
members Wayne Grimmer (singing with Round Mid-

night) and Sean Devine (singing with Throwback). 

 

While not competing in the quartet contest this year, 

Lunch Break (Eddie Holt, Shane Scott, Mike OôNeill, 
K.J. McAleesejergins) has a number of appearances set 
for the week. Sean Devine will also be on stage when OC 

Times performs. Mike OôNeill was a member of the col-
lege quartet champion Station 59, which will reunite and 

sing. 

Mark Hale works with the Music City 

Chorus. 

Patrick Claypool coached the chorus 

on its visual plan. 


