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A Month of Harmony for Choo Choo Chorus 
1854 to 1994 and the dress 
shown in the photo (top, left)  
represented three different 
eras. The photo shows one 
scene from the background 
video used in the show. The 
video used photographs donat-
ed by members of the chorus 
family, and the photos repre-
sented things that are loved. 
Sitting on the bench in the 
photo are Tom and Barbara 
Keegan. Tom has been a bar-

bershopper for over 50 years.  

     The show marked the first 
time the chorus had performed 
in their new blue coats. MC4, 
the current district quartet 
champion, was the guest quar-

tet. 

     Later in the month the   
chorus sang at the Memorial 
Day service at the historic 
Chattanooga National Ceme-
tery. Pictured in the photo 
(bottom, left) are the chorus, 
the Gold Star wives and moth-
ers (in yellow), and  local   
dignitaries and a large audi-

ence. 

     The show photo is courtesy 
of Linda Toups. The Memorial 
day photo is courtesy of Steve  

Wixson. 

     May was a busy month of harmony for the men of the Choo Choo 

Chorus (Chattanooga Chapter). Early in the month the chorus pre-
sented its annual show. The title of this year’s show was “Can You 
Feel the Love Tonight.” The songs the chorus sang covered the years 



P a g e  2  June 2015 DIXIE TOWN CRIER 

A MIGHTY WIND 

MC4 

BOARDWALK 

REDZONE 

DIXIE DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES 
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LOOP 10 PRELUDE 

MUSIC CITY CHORUS 

DIXIE DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES 
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Youth In Harmony 
Jim Moore, VP 

Date set for Harmony Explosion Camp 

     Put this date on your calendar: July 16 – 19, 
2015, Harmony Explosion Camp, University of Ten-

nessee Chattanooga. 

 

Did you know there 
is NO CHARGE to 

run your chapter’s 
show flyer in the 
Dixie Town Crier? 

POSITION AVAILABILITY 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 

Sarasota Chorus of the Keys 
“A Barbershop Chapter that attracts and retains quality singers, while providing a platform for each to improve in a 

fun and supportive environment.” 

 

The Sarasota Chorus of the Keys is accepting applications for the position of Music Director. 

 

This individual must display the talent and ability to work with an exceptional Chorus Leadership Team 

to carry out the Chorus mission; to continue its measurable improvement in singing quality and perfor-

mance.  The Chorus has been on this path for over two years, and has made great progress in this area.  

The quality of its singing and performance has been measured by a dramatic improvement in Sunshine 

District Competition scores and annual audience surveys. 
 

The individual must have directing experience or education, a love of Barbershop singing, great commu-

nication skills, and demonstrate an understanding of the Chorus goals; as well as an idea of how to assist 

the Chorus Leadership Team to achieve these goals. 
 

A GENEROUS COMPENSATION PACKAGE IS BEING OFFERED 

 

Interested individuals should contact Patrick Kilbane, Search Committee Chair, by email pat-

rick.t.kilbane@ms.com at to request an Application or to learn more. 

mailto:patrick.t.kilbane@ms.com
mailto:patrick.t.kilbane@ms.com
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Nashville Chapter Preps for International Contest 

     It is crunch time for 
Nashville’s Music City 

Chorus as they prepare to 
represent the Dixie Dis-
trict at the International 
Chorus Contest in Pitts-

burgh.  

     The Dixie District has 

not had a representative 
earn a chorus medal since 
the Big Chicken Chorus 

placed third in 1999. Of 
course, the other 27 cho-
ruses headed to Pittsburgh 
are also hoping to bring 
home a medal for their 

own district. 

     In addition to the 
weekly Tuesday night re-
hearsals, the Music City 

Chorus held a three-day 
retreat at Paris Landing 
State Park. Hours were 
spent in rehearsal sessions 
with coaches Kevin Keller 
and David McEachern. 
While great progress on 
the contest set has been 
made, the chorus will con-
tinue to polish their set 
prior to leaving for Pitts-

burgh at the end of June. 

     The Nashville Chapter 
will also be represented in 
the quartet contest. MC4 
is a chapter quartet, and 
RedZone and ‘Round 

Midnight include Nash-
ville chapter members 
among their quartet 

makeup. 

One of the after-hours activities at the chorus retreat was a 

quartet tag contest. Nearly 20 quartets were formed, with 

Rich Smith, Robert Strong, Bill Munn, and Sam Wey tak-

ing top honors this year. 

Nashville Chapter member Wayne Grimmer sings lead 

in the ‘Round Midnight quartet which will compete in 

Pittsburgh. 
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THE DIXIE TOWN CRIER 
An electronic publication of the Dixie District of the Barbershop Harmony Society 

Dwain Chambers, President 

Stan Peppenhorst, VP of Marketing and Public Relations 

David Belden, Editor 

Deadline for chapters and quartets to submit articles and photographs for the next 

issue is June 25. Submissions should be sent to: 

david.belden@comcast.net 

The deadline for chapter, chorus,  

and quartet news for the JULY 1 issue  

 Is June 25! 

Send your news to 

David.belden@comcast.net 
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2015 Dixie District Calendar 
 

International Convention 

June 30—July 5 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 

Harmony Explosion Camp 

July 16-19 

University of Tennessee Chattanooga 

 

Fall Contest 

October 23-25 

Dunwoody, Georgia 


